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Battle of New Orleans

by Ray Polster

To implement Winfield Scott's Anaconda Plan the Union needed to control the Mississippi River.  
One of the first steps in this plan would be to seize New Orleans.  This would help secure the Mississippi 
River and also remove one of the premier ports in America from Confederate control.  In the middle of 
January 1862 Flag Officer David G. Farragut undertook this operation with his West Gulf Blockading 
Squadron.  The main obstacle was Forts Jackson and St. Philip, above the Head of Passes, approximately 
seventy miles below New Orleans.  Once these were cleared there was nothing to stop the Union navy until 
it reached New Orleans.  

From April 18 to April 28, Farragut bombarded the two forts, before finally running thirteen ships 
passed the forts on April 24th.  Once this was accomplished New Orleans fell to Farragut without any more 
blood shed.  

The Confederacy would make a few efforts to recapture New Orleans but none of them had much 
chance of succeeding.  New Orleans would spend the rest of the war occupied by the Union, most notable 
by Benjamin Butler who earned at least two wonderful nicknames during his time in New Orleans, "Beast"
and "Spoons."

This month Ray Polster will discuss this early battle in the Union's effort to control the Mississippi 
river and to also strengthen the blockade.

Ray suggests the following books:
� The Night the War was Lost by Charles L. Dufour
� Capture of New Orleans by Chester G Hearn

Members begin to gather at 6:00 PM for dinner and 
discussion about the “War Between the States.”  Buy 
plenty of raffle tickets - Ian is sure to have some great 
books (as always) for this month’s meeting.  Everyone 
present will receive one free ticket and additional chances 
are available for 5 for $1.00.

As always everyone is encouraged to bring in 
additional items to sweeten the pot.  The drawing will take 
place at 6:45 PM just prior to the new business portion of 
the meeting.  The presentation will begin promptly at 7:00 
PM.
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Upcoming Presentations
(Read ahead, share your viewpoints, the 
roundtable encourages discussion.)

June 12, 2008 - New Orleans by Ray Polster

July 10, 2008 - Lincoln's Father by Robert 
Mayo Failing

August 14, 2008 - Command Changes in the 
Army of Northern Virginia by Bill Groskopf

September 11, 2008 - Navy by Bob Moulder

October 9, 2008 - US Grant After the War, Part 
2 by Richard DeTar

November 13, 2008 - Close Quarter Combat by 
Tom Lux

December 11, 2008 - Aerial Gas Observation 
Balloons by George Vichot

President’s Message:
"The Greatest Armies of All Time" Part five –
The Carthaginian army lead by Hannibal. The 
Second Punic War (218–203 BC).

All you have to do is merely mention the 
name of Hannibal to any student of history and 
that person immediately congeries up images of 
a mighty heard of elephants crossing the snow 
covered Alps. Hannibal is considered one of the 
greatest military leaders of all time. He fought 
and trounced the prodigious Roman Legions in 
one of history’s epic campaigns. 

The Second Punic War was ignited by 
the dispute over the control of Saguntum, an 
Iberian city with contacts with Rome. Hannibal 
laid siege to the city of Sagunt in 218 BC. 
Following a prolonged siege and a bloody 
struggle, the Carthaginians finally prevailed. 
Feeling the threat to their empire the Romans 
would send forces in relief. In a classic display 

of how the best defense is a good offence the 
Carthaginians, lead by Hannibal, would go on 
the attack. Hannibal departed Carthage in late 
spring of 218 BC.  He fought his way through 
the northern Gaulish tribes to the Pyrenees, 
subduing these tribes through clever mountain 
tactics and stubborn fighting. Hannibal 
recognized that he still needed to cross the 
Pyrenees, the Alps, and many significant rivers. 
Starting in the spring of 218 BC, by conciliating 
the Gaulish chiefs along his passage, he reached 
the Rhône River before the Romans could take 
any measures to stop him. Arriving at the 
Rhône in September, Hannibal’s army 
numbered 38,000 infantry, 8,000 cavalry, and 37 
war elephants.  Hannibal’s passage over the 
Alps is one of the most celebrated achievements 
of any military force in ancient warfare. 
Hannibal successfully crossed the mountains, 
despite numerous obstacles such as harsh 
climate and terrain. He descended from the 
foothills and arrived into northern Italy 
accompanied by only half the forces he had 
started with and only a few elephants. Although 
he is best known for this crossing it was the 
subsequent battles that Hannibal really shows 
his brilliance as a military commander. During 
his invasion of Italy, he defeated the Romans in 
a series of battles, including those at Trebia, 
Trasimene and Cannae. He maintained an army 
in Italy for more than a decade afterward, never 
losing a major engagement, but could not force 
the Romans to accept his terms for peace. A 
Roman counter-invasion of North Africa forced 
him to return to Carthage, where he was 
defeated in the Battle of Zamaby by the 
legendary Roman commander Scipio Africanus 
in 202 BC. I won’t attempt to go into the details 
of these battles, but I would recommend you 
take a look at them. If nothing else to see if you 
think, as I do, that a certain Civil War General 
from Virginia was a student of the strategy and 
tactics of Hannibal. 
To be continued... 

Mike Lang
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Symposium:
Here is the balance sheet for the event:

Income:
Ticket sales $2925.00
UT CC Sales   $623.00
Cash sales $1904.00
Book Returns*   $296.19
CW News Subs
UT Ad payment
TOTAL INCOME $5748.19
Expenses:
DIA Hyatt   $984.08
Airfare $1182.49
Programs     $59.50
Name Tags     $16.19
Envelopes       $9.01
Stamps   $172.20
Misc Postage       $4.40
Catering $1093.67
Book invoices $2185.79
Book return shipping $5.54
Tax - Aurora     $78.87
Tax - Colorado     $61.00
TOTAL EXPENSES $5852.74
BALANCE ($104.55)
* Book returns are listed as income so that we 
can show the entirety of book invoices.  
Otherwise we could just list book invoices as 
$1889.60 instead of $2185.79.

Besides being our main book supplier 
the University of Tennessee Press also bought 
an ad on the back of the program for $300.  We 
currently cannot get this check because we are 
not officially a non-profit.  Once we achieve that 
status they will give us a check, even if it takes 
us another year to complete that process.

One of our other partners in the event, 
Civil War News was giving us a bonus for every 
symposium attendee that subscribed to their 
publication.  No numbers are back yet on that 
but chances are that this figure is very low.

As you can see the symposium lost 
money but not very much.  Is it worth it to the 
roundtable to subsidize that amount on an 
annual basis?  Also if 2 more people had 

attended the symposium we would have 
essentially broken even.  There is no guarantee 
that in future years we would have those extra 
people, obviously it is entirely possible that in 
future years we could have fewer attendees.

Every newsletter includes a small 
survey, please fill that out and send to 5575 S 
Lowell Blvd, Littleton 80123; or email to 
shilohnick@msn.com; or bring to the next 
roundtable meeting.  

Thank You:
To Members of the Civil War Roundtable:

I just wanted to say thank you to 
everyone who gave me an opinion for my 
extended essay research paper.  The research 
question for my paper is “When was the tipping 
point for the Confederacy where due to military, 
economical, political, etc… reasons, there 
would have been no possible way to win the 
war?”.  

I received many opinions and viewpoints 
on where this “tipping point” was and just 
wanted to thank everyone for their help.  These 
opinions varied across the board.  Many people 
believed Antietam to be the tipping point due to 
the after-effects it caused.  But in all reality, 
every person seemed to have there own varying 
opinions ranging from that the Confederacy lost 
the war due to simple geography to the 
Confederacy lost when the first shot was fired or 
even that Gettysburg on the first day was the 
tipping point. 

It was a real pleasure talking to people 
who have a real passion for the Civil War and I 
greatly enjoyed hearing everyone’s opinions.  If 
anyone would like to give their opinion still, I 
can be reached by email at: 
raylegend91@yahoo.com.  Again, thank you 
everyone for helping me out on my Extended 
Essay.

Sincerely,
Alan Wells
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Editor's Message:
This is my 93rd newsletter.  I'm ready to 

step down.  I've enjoyed it and part of me is sad 
to step down as newsletter editor but part of me 
is happy too.  In looking at our complete history 
of newsletters each editor has left their mark on 
the newsletter.  Each has changed it and played 
with the format.  I think the newsletter is ready 
for a change, ready for a new editor to leave 
their mark on it.  If you think you would like to 
be the new editor please let me know (there will 
be a writing sample competition, I'm joking of 
course).

Study Group:
Our study group resumed active 

campaigning on May 22nd as Gary told us all 
about the battle of McDowell.  This battle is 
confusing in part because involved in the 
campaign at this point is a General McDowell 
and a town of McDowell, plus there is a 
Johnson, Johnston and a Jackson (was every 
Confederate general in the east in 1862 a J-
son?).  But Gary ably led us through the action 
that really kicks off the Valley campaign as 
Jackson pins down his first Union army.

Our next meeting will be June 26th as 
Chuck Luedders will lead the discussion of the 
battle of Front Royal.  The meeting will be 
Kinko's and directions there can be obtained 
from Mike at the next roundtable meeting.  

Anyone is allowed to join the study 
group.  You do not have to go on the trip to be 
part of the study group.  

Book Review:
(The following was submitted by Bob 
Huddleston)

If the average person were to be asked to 
name an event of the American Civil War, it is 
likely that Sherman’s March would be near the 
top of the list, possibly ahead even of 

Gettysburg. A 20th Century series of damaging 
floods in Georgia were referred to as the “worse 
devastation since Sherman’s Civil War march to 
the sea,” and an Atlanta sportswriter referred to 
a disgraced Atlanta Braves’ player as “the most 
disliked person hereabouts since William 
Tecumseh Sherman.” During the 1996 Atlanta 
Olympic Games, T-shirts were sold, portraying 
a fiery image of the general, with the legend, 
“Atlanta’s Original Torch Bearer.” Routinely, 
visitors to ante-bellum homes, not only in 
Georgia but also in Mississippi and Alabama are 
treated by the docents to gory tales of what 
Sherman did to their town. They are befuddled 
when reminded that, (a) obviously the house we 
are in did not get burned, and (b) Sherman was 
no where near here.

Noah Andre Trudeau has written a 
number of books on the Civil War, among them, 
Like Men of War: Black Troops in the Civil War 
1862-1865, an excellent account of the role of 
the United States Colored Troops, and added to 
these with Southern Storm: Sherman’s March to 
the Sea, to be published in August.

Trudeau’s concern is that most books by 
and about the March have not tried to nail down 
exactly what Sherman expected to accomplish 
and exactly what really did go on. If the 
destruction was as great as not only remembered 
by Georgians, but bragged about by Sherman’s 
boys, then why have so many ante-bellum 
properties survived.

Trudeau argues that the campaign was a 
highly organized, carefully planned operation, 
with ample room for Sherman to improvise.
When he departed from Atlanta, on November 
15-16, 1874, his troops were not traveling lean 
and mean. “Packed into more than 2500 wagons 
were a twenty-day supply of bread, forty days or 
sugar, coffee, and salt and three days worth of 
animal feed. Moving with the lengthy wagon 
trains were 5,000 cattle, representing a forty day 
beef supply.” [538] Indeed, his wagon trains 
were larger per thousand men than were those 
the Army of the Potomac took into the 
Wilderness six months before.
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Trudeau was also committed to 
discovering exactly what happened during the 
march. He dug deeply into writings of both 
Yankees and Rebels, their letters, their diaries, 
and to a lesser degree, their reminiscences. His 
bibliography is thirty-seven pages of fine type, 
mining numerous manuscript and newspaper 
sources, as well as dozens of published articles 
from historical magazines and autobiographies.

Starting with a quick discussion of the 
post-capture of Atlanta troops movements and 
the development of Sherman’s idea to march to 
the Atlantic, Trudeau starts Sherman’s army 
from the Atlanta area on November 15, 1864. 
Each day’s march is illustrated by a small 
quarter page map of that day’s troop activities, 
which would be very helpful if one wanted to 
drive the March. In addition, Trudeau 
discovered in his research that the weather was 
always mentioned by diarists and letter writers, 
if forgotten by memorialists and 
autobiographers, so each little map has an inset 
of that days weather (November 15 was clear, 
high 40s, low 50s). He argues that the weather 
played a major role in the campaign with the 
initial fine weather turning nasty with extensive 
rains and continued chilly conditions, something 
Sherman had not counted on.  

A typical day, using Tuesday, November 
22, went something like this: it snowed in the 
morning, then cleared in the afternoon with the 
temperature ranging from upper 20s to low 40s. 
Henry Slocum’s Left Wing moved slowly 
toward the then-state capitol, Milledgeville, 
shivering in the cold. Advance units reached the 
town in the afternoon and evening. The troops 
moved through, with Slocum making his 
headquarter’s in the local hotel. The residents 
hung out white flags, a successful protection 
device for their homes while the inmates torched 
the state penitentiary. And the blacks greeted 
their liberators with cheers and dancing in the 
street. Some African-Americans were not as 
lucky: an 8th Texas cavalryman recorded in his 
diary that they “whipped about 1,000 negros, 
who were on their way to the enemy.”

Uncle Billy made his headquarters in the 
plantation of Confederate politician Howell 
Cobb, noticing the way the evening sky was lit 
by the surrounding campfires. Someone turned 
up a recent Cobb proclamation urging Georgians 
to assail the Yankees on all sides --  and that 
was enough to doom Cobb’s property.

The Confederates, now convinced that 
Sherman was not heading to Macon, decided 
that Augusta with its powder works was the real 
target and made plans to dismantle the works. 
The Confederate response to Sherman was 
hampered by divided command between 
Wheeler, Beauregard, Hardee and Gov. Brown, 
each split off form the others by lack of a 
telegraph, whose lines had been cut by Sherman. 

Oliver Howard’s Right Wing was sliding 
past Macon and dealing with the snow and the 
resulting mud. An important aspect of 
Sherman’s Army were the Pontoon trains that 
accompanied each wing, waiting to provide 
instant bridges over any water that could stop 
the Yankees. The 25th also saw skirmishing at 
Griswoldville between the Right Wing troops 
and Confederates from Macon.

Sherman reached Savannah on 
December 22, occupying the city and making 
contact with the blockading U.S. Navy ships.

Trudeau is continually concerned with 
exactly how much damage was actually done to 
property on the way – not as much as both the 
Confederate memories and the Yankee 
boastings would remember – and with the 
impact of the March on the War.

Where the troops actually passed, 
damage was extensive: animals killed, fences 
cut down to build campfires. “Many of us are 
utterly ruined,” one Bulloch County farmer 
wrote. More fences than houses were destroyed 
–as is evident by the number of ante-bellum 
homes that can be toured in the path of 
Sherman’s Boys. The biggest property loss were 
the slaves who, in the thousands, tramped after 
the liberating Yankees. Railroads had ties 
burned and rails bent. Slocum reported that his 
Left Wing destroyed 119 miles of railroad.
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But as soon as the shock passed, people 
began to rebuild. Telegraph service from Mobile 
to Richmond had been restored by New Years 
Day and by January 3, 1865, Confederate 
engineer, Major General J. F. Gilmer was able 
to report “cars now run from Macon to 
Milledgeville.”

Ironically, the greatest damage Sherman 
caused was the exact opposite of what he 
intended. Trudeau argues that Sherman was a 
conservative who wanted to end the war as 
quickly as possible and restore the old world. 
But the psychological destruction to Georgia 
society, even more than the physical destruction, 
made that impossible.

Southern Storm is a superb retelling of 
this iconic Civil War campaign and will make a 
welcome addition to your shelves. 

Reading List:
Presenters, please submit reading lists as 
soon as possible for inclusion in the 
newsletter.
June: New Orleans by Ray Polster
� The Night the War was Lost by Charles L. 

Dufour
� Capture of New Orleans by Chester G Hearn

2009 Presentations:
I know its a bit early but now is the time 

to start thinking about next year's presentation 
schedule.  Mike would like to incorporate some 
presentations on topics before the war.  These 
could include Bleeding Kansas, the Nullification 
Crisis, the Lincoln-Douglas debates, the various 
compromises Congress made in the years 
beforehand, the Mexican War, the Fugitive 
Slave Act among others.  We might not do a 
whole year of these sort of presentations but for 
a change of pace we would like to do some.  Our 
discussion meeting could be on the causes of the 
war.  If you have any ideas for the 2009 
schedule (pre-war or otherwise) please see Mike 

or Nick to let them know.

Web Sites:
Wally Weart has our website operational 

again.  We also have a blog now too.  The blog 
is http://rmcwrt.blogspot.com.  We will post 
meeting information and other roundtable news 
there. 

Self Congratulations:
At the last roundtable meeting one of the 

members congratulated me on my blog 
appearing in a magazine. I hadn't heard 
anything about it and at first thought him a little 
crazy, but he had too many details for it to be 
something he dreamed up. Recently I leafed 
through a bunch of new Civil War magazines 
until I found my blog reviewed on page 69 of 
the July issue of America's Civil War.

I'm amazed that mine was picked to be 
reviewed and the review is very nice, it doesn't 
point out any of my misspellings. I'm also a bit 
surprised that no one at the magazine contacted 
me about this.  I have a scan of the page posted 
on my blog at:
http://shilohnick.blogspot.com/2008/05/blog-
review.html

Points of Contact
President, Mike Lang                    303-973-1932
Treasurer, Larry Peterson              303-674-1740
Newsletter, Nick Kurtz                  303-249-4336

email:                  RockyMtnCWRT@aol.com
website:          www.RockyMtnCivilWarRT.com

message group home page:      
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/RockyMtnCWRT.
to subscribe to message group send an email to: 
RockyMtnCWRT-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
July Issue Submission Deadline:  June 27


